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Nick must tell his doting Italian grandparents that he is
moving away after 29 years of Sunday dinners with
them. The result is both hilarious and poignant.

| PHANTOM OF THE COUNTRY OPERA

S S NSSSSSSS ,, Director Marie Crossley
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Operatic sensation Chrissy Joseph leaves her promising
career at La Scala to hopefully become a country music
star in Nashville. This musical combines mystery and
intrigue.

March 15 - March 24, 2019
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You Are Invited to Pay Your Respects at This Southern Style F

At first glance, a comedy about a funeral seems to be in rather poor taste. However, this is actually a
story about the activity leading up to a funeral service — or better yet, a story about the people involved
in the activity leading up to a particular funeral service. At any rate, Southern Fried Funeral by the
writing team of Osborne and Eppler promises a load of laughs and perhaps a tear or two along the way.

For the third year in a row, the Players’ fall production was cast in the spring rather than in September
to take advantage of the larger talent pool available in the spring. This way interested auditioners know
whether they need to return to the Valley for rehearsals in the heat of September. After an introductory
read-through in April, the cast has their scripts to work on poolside or lakeside over the summer
months. This also leaves ample lead time for assembling costumes, designing set and other time-
consuming production activities.

There are 11 characters involved in the telling of this tale of small-town life in the South. Veteran
Players actors Sharon Nichols and Tad Daughters are joined by two- and three-year members BJ
Martindale, Dan See, Jim Balk, Sandra Stanton, Sarah Elliott, Tom Swenson, and newcomers Lynette
Rotolo, Joyce Wood and Mike Fitzpatrick. Pat Cook is the assistant director
and Annette See is the stage manager for this show. As always, many more
members will be involved in the preparation, promotion and delivery of this
production.

There is much other activity already underway to promote this year’s
productions. Nancy Rasmussen, our community relations lead, has been
active selling sponsorships and advertising for the programs, and Jan Murphy
and her team of print communications people are putting together programs,
posters and flyers to let everyone know about what we do here at Mountain ~7 TN E > A
View Rec Center. Cabinetry and appliances for Dorothy Frye’s kitchen have FUN = R M
been secured, and the search is on to locate volunteer carpenters,
electricians and painters to help build her “house.”

by
Osborne & Eppler

When | first read this script, | was laughing so hard by the time | got to page three that | knew | had to
have a hand in putting it on our stage. The play selection committee and the Board of Directors have
given me that opportunity, and | am so grateful. As director for this show | couldn’t be more excited
about the cast, my assistants and the promotion that is already underway.

Mark your calendars now for this show opening Friday, October 26, and running through Sunday,
November 3.

Jim McConnell, director
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FOURTH OF JULY ALL STARS BAND CONCERT - REVIEW

For the fourth time in as many years, our Players club sponsored the annual All Stars Band concert at Mountain View
Recreation Center. This marked the 22" annual mid-summer concert by this outstanding group. Nearly 700 music lovers
crowded the auditorium and enjoyed the program of patriotic and big-band music of the 1930s and 40s. Our own Ginni
Summers was one of the featured vocalists.

Thanks to the many Players who assisted in putting on this show. Nancy Rasmussen did a great job of letting people know
about the program, the third piece of a day-long series of events, beginning with the Ring That Bell ceremony and picnic at
Bell Center and culminating with the 3:00 pm concert. Thanks to Earl Bracken for the video slides. Ushers included Jim and
Linda Balk, Dan and Annette See, Don and Vicki Schordje, Sandra Ford, Laura Kuchler and Mary Ann Buscher. The
programs were done by Mary Anderson and Rosie Swain and sound and light techs were Mike Dvorak and Wally Walston.

Thanks, too, for the work of the Mountain View maintenance team for their assistance in the preparations needed for a
production of this type.

Jim McConnell, concert producer and narrator
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§ Did you ever have a grandpa who asked you to
pull his thumb?

§ Did you ever ride somewhere with your
grandfather only to promise God that if you got
back alive you would never misbehave again?

§ Did your grandma always insist on feeding you
even when you weren@ hungry?

§ On visits to your grandparents, did you always
hear the same old stories about embarrassing
situations that involved you, only to hear them
again on the next visit and then again on the
next?

§ Did it seem that they were from a different world
that you did not want to hear about, and that they
could never understand the modern world in
which you lived?

Still, they were your grandparents and they loved
you and you loved them.

Over the River ansportshd r
just one but both sets of Nick& grandparents. He
visits them after 29 years of Sunday dinners to tell
them that he wants to accept a promotion that will
take him 2000 miles away. The grandparents are
Italian immigrants who have lived most of their adult
lives just a few houses apart in Hoboken, New
Jersey. Nick is the only member of their family who
has not moved away and he is the apple of their eyes.
The interplay between Nick and his grandparents and
between the grandparents themselves proves to be
both hilarious and poignant.

You will want to see the scheme that Frank, Aida,
Nunzio and Emma come up with to get Nick to stay.

Auditions for the play will be held Wednesday,
November 7™, following the conclusion of our fall

play, Sout her n F rTheeedre pkrts foré r a |

men and 3 women.

I will return to Sun City on August 31. If you would
like to receive a copy of the script prior to auditions,
please contact me at grege2471(@yahoo.com and I
will arrange to get you a script.

Greg Engstrom, director

NF RN

Membership
%1 gh the Woods

Do you know someone who is interested in being a
member of Players?

| Do you know someone who would enjoy our many
performances?

[ Do you know someone who would be a good fit for our
group?

Remember, we are always looking for people with an interest
in theater arts. It helps keep us active!

Tad Daughters, membership chair

AUDITIONS

Mountain View Auditorium

OVER THE RI WER
THROUGH THE

<
e
o

WEDNESDAY, Nov. 7th
1:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Roles for
3 women and 3 men
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PHANTOM of the COUNTRY OPERA

Chrissy Joseph had the voice of an angel. Her mother knew that
from the time she heard the first note that came out of her
daughter® mouth. Since they lived in Nashville, Tennessee, that
could mean only one thing: she was destined for country opry. 30
Well, that didn& happen. Chrissy learned how to use that wonderful of th
talent, but she ended up singing opera in La Scala, instead. Music by Michael Duff
g)ggisbl;y Cheri Coors
Okay. Don& jump to conclusions. This ISNGI a country version of £ e Sean, SranaaD
Phantom of the Opera! Though we get a taste of La Scala in the
opening, this musical is light and full of comedy. From the opening

number sung in La Scala we hear the humor. With lyrics like

fiPass the Pasta
Mario Cuomo
Mario Cuomo
Mario CuomoO

Who can take it seriously? Listen carefully, and you hear more fiSid
Caesar-likeO Italian phrases. Just fun.

But that is just the first 5 minutes or so of the show. We discover
that Chrissy is not happy doing what she thought would make her
happy. She is singing what she loves, she is loved by the audiences,
and she is loved by the wonderful Italian tenor, Antonio. What& not
to love?

From Center Left: Sean Grennan, Cheri Coors, Michael Duff
and Kathy Santen (Grennan® wife)

Well, we discover that Chrissy has a secret desire to fulfill the
wishes of her mother who has passed away. Chrissy wants to try her
hand singing country music. She leaves her success and her
boyfriend behind and heads for Nashville.

WEDNESDAY CLUBHOUSE
There she discovers that she must work her way back up the food
chain, proving herself not only to the producers but also to her There will be no Clubhouse sessions until the
fellow performers. One of these performers, Sally, is a country fall. If you have suggestions for programs,

western diva whose vanity knows no bounds. Her signature song
fiHog Butcher's Daughter0 had been tops on the charts for months.
She will stop at nothing to remain the sweetheart of the country ) )
music set, and she intends to let Chrissy know who the best. Bill Loslo, Clubhouse coordinator
623 755 7607 or loslo2001@msn.com

please contact me.

But the situation is not hopeless. Chrissy finds allies in the
production staff, and in a quiet, almost-unseen janitor, Aaron.
Antonio also comes to Nashville to find Chrissy and declare his
undying love for her. And then there is The Voice.

How does this all turn out? Does Chrissy finally break into country
music? Does the diva get her way? Does Antonio get Chrissy? And
what or who is The Voice, the Phantom of the Country Opera?

Marie Crossley, director
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Mark Twain will entertain us at
our Monday night meeting on
September 17th. You will enjoy
his wit and wisdom.

The Mark Twain Story
Performed by Tom Swenson

Tom has been acting since his junior high days, over 50 years ago. He has
performed professionally in thousands of venues from coast to coast,
primarily as a full-time fitalent0 presenting school assembly programs
since 1998. He has also worked professionally in theater and film. Besides |
school productions and community theater work including churches,
nursing homes, and private events, he has greatly enjoyed teaching theater |
classes to children.

For nearly two decades, Tom has been booked by Mobile Ed Productions
to present school assembly programs, full-time for the majority of those
years. Besides a number of science-based programs suchasOur  Wo 1
Robotics, AmaXiamgAdati igohn! , LCrgihme
and others, Tom has focused the last eight years on his historical one-
person character shows in which he portrays one of three characters from
history—-Abr aham Lincol arMaT k o ffDwesand d i
million students have seen his programs, and thousands more have
participated in his related workshops. He has also performed these popular TOM SWENSON
programs for libraries, scout troops, churches, history centers, etc. AS MARK TWAIN

Mr. Swenson also found time to perform in four professional productions at the

Iowa Theatre Arts Company based in the Amanas, lowa, during its inaugural 2008-2009
season. Other professional work includes minor roles in film, voice-over work and
experimental theatre work with The Internet Players of the Quad Cities. Tom also taught
acting classes for dozens of children at the Linn County (Iowa) History Center for two
summers.

Mr. Swenson has been involved in scores of community and college theatre productions
wherever he has lived over the past 50 years— in Minnesota (Minneapolis), lowa (Ann Arbor,
Adrian, Cedar Rapids, Quad Cities) and Michigan (Monroe, Kalamazoo). He has even worked
in several operas and for 5 years starred in the annual Christmas ballet production of T h e

N u t c r talletknehe dual roles of Drosselmeyer and Mother Ginger in Monroe, Michigan.

He recently had a leadingroleinMa k i n g G ovith the SanuCggyhPlayers Community
Theater.

Among his favorite roles are Jonathanin Ar s e ni ¢ a Mdthefdinger/Drogsdn&yer
inThe NutluticalR &méthinTh e Boy s dd¥aéralds as th Ben Gunn and

BlindPewinTr e as ur & well & hisaraledor Players as RickinMa ki ng God Laugh.
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Sun City Players Community Theat
The 22001189 season wil/l include al Bouhheren oFr ipadc dmaeg dy a bpyr o@w
Eppler, directed by Jim McConnell , wildl b &g icno mieudeyr s e Ao Ri v
Through t h,e dWoroedcst e d by Greg Engstrl%'hnantionm Joafn utalr ¢ . © @ th®turinfu
Coors, directed by Marie Crossley, wild!l round out the seas:
Buying season tickets for $25 assures that you wil/| receiv
i ndi idual show tickets
Season tickets are availabbenontyvpkbageémsce omupumistgwtisied atsdr .pct
the first@caoshodmpueshednect your tickets for the second show, z
third show. Once all shows have been selected th¥ouwidac omuantt
to sel@®@amet per f6fbo maalcle t hree shows.
Pl ease also feel free to use the Season Ticket Order Form |
with payment directly to our box office manager.
For more information or guestions about season tickets, p
suncityplayersboxoffice@gmail.com
Season tickets wild/l also be available at our Monday night
sales for all productions wil/ begin online on September
meeting. Public ticket sales at Fairway Center will begin I
T T T T T oo '.
[ SUNQATY PLAYERSDOMMUNITYHEATER |
: Season Ticket Sales 2018-2019 — Mail-in Order Form :
:Name: :
:Address: :
| City: State: Zip: Phone: I
: Series # of Blithe Spirit # of Making God # of Nunsense :
| Tickets Tickets Laugh Tickets I
: A-First Friday 7PM Oct 26, 2018 7PM Jan 11, 2019 7PM March 15, 2019 :
| B-First Saturday 7PM Oct 27, 2018 7PM Jan 12, 2019 7PM March 16, 2019 |
| | C-First Sunday 2PM Oct 28, 2018 2PM Jan 13,2019 2PM March 17, 2019 |
| D-Thursday Matinee 2PM Nov 1, 2018 2PM Jan 17,2019 2PM March 21, 2019 |
: E-Second Friday 7PM Nov 2, 2018 7PM Jan 18, 2019 7PM March 22, 2018 :
I | F-Second Saturday 7PM Nov 3, 2018 7PM Jan 19, 2019 7PM March 23, 2019 |
I | G-Second Sunday 2PM Nov 4, 2018 2PM Jan 20, 2019 2PM March 24, 2019 |
: TOTAL TICKETS: :
| $25 for each set of 3 tickets TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $ 1
| |
| NOTE: You must select one ticket from each show for the $25 season ticket price. Show dates do not need to be in the same I
: series; tickets can be exchanged later for a different date. No refunds. :
: Preferred Seating: Right side: Left side: Any: :
I Front section: Back section: Any: l
: Please send check payable to fiSun City Players Community Theater,0 a self-addressed stamped envelope, and completed form to: :
| Laura Kuchler I
| SCPCT Box Office Manager 1
| 19825 N Springfield Dr I
| Sun City, AZ 85373 1
| |
| |
e o e e — . S S S S S S S S S S S S S e — — — o



PRESORTED

Sun City Players Community Theater STANDARD
Mountain View Center U.S. POSTAGE PAID
9749 N 107th Ave. SUN CITY, AZ
Sun City, AZ 85351 PERMIT NO. 168
SEPTEMBER 17: 7:00 PM OCTOBER 15: 7:00 PM
MARK TWAIN LOVE LETTERS
PORTRAYED BY TOM SWENSON PHYLLIS REED AND BUD HESTERMAN

NOVEMBER 19: 7:00 PM
WORDS AND MUSIC Il
CABARET

The cabaret audience will be
seated at tables
And are encouraged to bring
beverages and snacks
To share with their tablemates
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Wedre on the Web! Suncityplayerscom
Webmaster: SCPCTWebmaster@gmail.com
The Playbill is available on our website before it hits your mailbox, so check the website for the latest infg




